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of their unity, but merely an earlier evolutionary state of
undifferentiation in which neither province has as yet
any existence at all. But this elementary state is
not a principle from which any conclusion regarding the
nature of later and more highly developed states might be
inferred, notwithstanding, as is of course always the case,
that a direct descent can be demonstrated. The scientific
attitude will naturally and constantly tend to overlook the
nature of a differentiation in favour of its causal derivation,
and will strive to subordinate the former to an idea that 'is
certainly more general, but at the same time more elementary.
These reflections seem to me not inappropriate at the
present time, for there have been frequent demonstrations
of late of the way in which poetic art-works in particular
may be submitted to an interpretation that is neither more
nor less than a reduction to elementary conditions. Granted
that the determinants of the artistic qreation, the material
and its individual treatment, for instance, can be traced back
to the personal relations of the poet with his parents. Yet
nothing is gained by this procedure for the understanding
of his art, since we can perform the same reduction in every
other possible case, and'not the least in cases of pathological
disorder. Neuroses and psychoses are also reducible to
infantile relations with the parents, as are good and bad
habits, convictions, qualities, passions, especial interests
and so forth. But we are surely not entitled to assume
that all these very different things must, therefore, have one
and the same explanation; for were this so,we should be driven
to conclude that they were actually one and the same thing.
Thus, if a work of art and a neurosis are explained in precisely
similar terms, either the art-work must be a neurosis, or the
neurosis a work of art. As a paradoxical play upon words
such a fafon de purler might pass muster, but a healthy
human reason must assuredly revolt at the notion of art-
work and neurosis being placed in the same category. To take
the most extreme case, only an analysing physician viewing

